he United States Agency for Interna-

tional Development (USAID) has part-

nered with the Education, Youth and

Information Ministry in Jamaica to
provide grant funding in the sum of US$3 million
for a safety and security in schools project. Under
the partnership, USAID will provide the funds over
two years. The National Education Trust (NET) will
act as coordinator for the project.

The prime objective for the Ministry, through
this initiative, is to implement the necessary
measures to transform schools and their imme-
diate surroundings into safe zones through a
multilayered and multisectoral approach. It will
utilize schools, community, parents, and public
and private partnerships in an effort to ensure
a safe environment that will facilitate a quality
education system and raise the bar to benefit all
learners, both male and female.

Specifically, the project will aid in controlling
access to school compounds by installing or
repairing perimeter fencing, and controlling the
possession of weapons and other contraband in
schools, through the use of security monitoring
equipment and increasing the number of secu-
rity personnel assigned to schools.
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The project will also ensure the implementa-

tion of security and safety guidelines and con-
tinue the promotion of uniformed groups and
clubs, which will promote positive values and

attitudes at both school and community levels.
Addressing a ceremony to sign the letter of

implementation for the project, at the Ministry’s

offices in Kingston, on July 3, permanent secre-
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tary Dean-Roy Bernard expressed gratitude to
USAID for the grant.“We are extremely grateful
for the partnership to assist our efforts. This is a
moment to be celebrated and we look forward
to the National Education Trust (NET) spear-
heading this project to lessen some of the chal-
lenges that we're having in schools,” he said.

Citing the high level of violence in schools,
Bernard stressed the immediate need to reduce
conflicts and is hoping for “very good out-
comes” with the implementation of the project.
Data received from the Safe Schools Program
(SSP) of the Ministry of National Security indi-
cate that, during the 2012/2013 academic year, e
3,671 students were cited for antisocial be-
haviors of varying degrees. Substance use and
misuse among adolescents also continue to be
a major concern. =2

For her part, USAID Mission Director, Maura
Barry Boyle, said the project came to fruition :
based on discussions with the Ministry to im- :
prove security in schools. The Mission Director e
thanked her team for mobilizing and bringing
the project together in record time. She said it
will be implemented once the new school year = —
begins in September.



